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Bristol Public Schools now offer the 
convenience of central registration. 
New students (Kindergarten - 8th 

grade) and those transferring within the 
district need to register at the Bristol Board 
of Education Central Registration Offi ce  
located at 129 Church Street, Room 12, 
Bristol, CT 06010. Hours are Monday-
Friday 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. No appointment 
is necessary; however you are welcome to 
call in advance if you have questions, 860-
584-7033. The district’s goal is to make 
the process as easy as possible by providing 
all the information and assistance needed 
to complete the proper forms and make it 
more convenient for families with children 
attending more than one school. Families 
no longer register their children at the 
elementary and middle schools. Isabel 
Brady and Jessica Cervantes the registrars 
help guide families through the process. 
Both of the registrars are fl uent in Spanish. 
They visited various locations throughout 
the city this spring to register children for 

Kindergarten. It has made a signifi cant 
impact. Over 100 more children are already 
registered for Kindergaten as compared to 
last year at this same time. This is important 
as these children and their families are 
invited to kindergarten orientations at their 
respective schools and welcomed into their 
new school communities. Brochures and 
registration packets are offered in multiple 
languages and are available at social service 

agencies, preschools and libraries across the 
city. Families can also go to the Board of 
Education website, www.bristol.k12.ct.us to 
download and print the registration forms. 
This allows families to fi ll-out the paperwork 
ahead of time to make the process easier. 

Also it is important to review the 
documentation such as birth certifi cates and 
proof of residency parents need to bring with 
them to register their children. High School 
registrations still need to be done at the 
schools. Central Registration offers families 
a welcoming environment and access to 
important  information on multiple programs 
offered throughout Bristol for students and 
their families.

Isabel Brady gives Pre-school Providers a Tour

Central Registration off ers families a welcoming environment 

and access to important  information on multiple programs 

off ered throughout Bristol.

Registering for Kindergarten with 
Jessica Cervantes

Teach With
Passion and Purpose
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Welcome to the annual Spring BPS Newsletter. It is hard to believe that we are less 
than a month away from June 21st graduation and the start of summer. Spring is 
always a great time to take a look back over the school year to see just how far we 

have come. Despite the ongoing fi scal challenges and the long cold winter season, the Bristol 
Public Schools continues its tradition of excellence with much to be proud of! 

State Accountability Indicators:
Bristol’s Accountability Index scores in language arts, math and science are within one 

to two points of the state average. High needs students out-performed their peers on average 
statewide.

As one of thirty Alliance districts, Bristol’s Next Generation Accountability Index score 
is fourth from the top. Th is year, Bristol was recognized by the Commissioner of Education 
and by the CT Legislature’s Education Committee as one of three top-performing Alliance 
districts in the state.

 Bristol’s combined SAT Reading and Math scores for both Bristol Central and Bristol 
Eastern High School improved by a total of 28 points from last year. Th ese and other indicators 
of growth are a testament to our highly skilled and dedicated K-12 staff  and administrators 
whose commitment to every child is refl ected in these positive outcomes. 

In addition to the state’s overall expectations for student growth, Bristol is demonstrating 
improvement in other important categories. For example, Bristol’s overall state assessment 
participation rate is 98% and the district rate of chronic absenteeism is lower than the state 
average. Th ese impressive results could not have been achieved without the steadfast support 
of so many Bristol parents who make sure that students come to school. Th e average combined 
graduation rate for Bristol Central and Bristol Eastern High Schools increased by 6%.Th is 
year, Bristol’s Physical Fitness test rates exceed the state average in all areas. 

Bristol’s Board of Education participated in a rigorous series of training workshops in 
goal development, board responsibilities, and budget development. In recognition of their 
professional dedication, the board was awarded the Level I Leadership Award from the 
Connecticut Association of Boards of Education. 

Bristol’s Full Day Kindergarten program is now in its fourth year. Kindergarten student 
performance data and teacher feedback indicate signifi cant academic and social gains these 
young learners are making with the benefi ts of a much longer instructional day. 

Th rough the combined eff orts of the Bristol Board of Education, staff  and city offi  cials, 
brand new state of the art turf fi elds are now installed at both high schools for student and 
community use.

Th ere are so many more accomplishments than I can highlight here. But suffi  ce it to say 
that if it takes a village to raise a child…then the Bristol Public Schools, a village of passionate 
and purposeful leaders, teachers and staff , combined with the All-Heart community of 
Bristol, has so much to be proud of!

Wishing you a warm and wonderful summer…

Dr. Ellen Solek 
Superintendent of the Bristol Public Schools

B.E.S.T 4-Bristol 

Bristol middle and high schools have 
teamed up with the Bristol Substance 
Abuse Coalition, B.E.S.T. 4-Bristol, 

to promote National Prevention Month by 
engaging in various activities to promote a 
drug free community. Schools are creating 
morning “Drug Fact” announcements, 
creating posters, conducting walks, holding 
a “Mock Accident” and other important 
initiatives as Bristol works together toward 
the goal of preventing substance abuse among 
youth, promoting healthy living and creating 
a safe and supportive community for all.  

Bristol Prevention Coalition Display

What can you do…to volunteer in our schools?
Tutor | PTA/PTO/ Booster Club | Mentor | Volunteer Coach | Offi  ce Helper
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Did you know that a typical summer 
break can set kids learning 
back 2 months every year? 

Together the Bristol community provides 
programs to avoid the summer slump and 
promote learning. Bristol students have 
the opportunity for multiple summer 
learning experiences through the Bristol 
Public Schools, the Bristol Public Library 
and programs at sites throughout the city 
made possible by the generosity of multiple 
businesses and foundations.

The kick-off will be a free district 
wide K-5 Wild About Learning Family 
STEM night at the Bristol Boys and Girls 
Club on Monday June 19th from 5-7 pm. 
The event is sponsored by Thomaston 
Savings Bank, First Bristol Federal Credit 
Union and Webster Bank. The evening is 
focused on engaging families in exploring 
science, technology, engineering and 
math activities to help students strengthen 
their math fluency, problem-solving and 
communication skills. Students will receive 
a bag of great summer learning activities. 

The WOW bookmobile will take its 
summer literacy strengthening and free 
lending library to the streets of Bristol to 
provide access to books for all children and 
engage them in activities to practice their 
literacy skills. This program is supported 
by the Stocker Foundation and the Barnes 
Foundation to decrease summer learning 
loss. The schedule can be found on www.
bristol.k12.ct.us

Through the generosity of the Stocker 
Foundation, Hubbell School will offer the 
free ThinkStretch program. Students will 
be provided with a grade specific workbook, 

a parent guide, ideas for family engagement 
activities, an on-line reading challenge 
and incentive metals. The program will 
collaborate with the WOW mobile to 
schedule summer get-togethers to support 
progress.

The Liberty Bank Foundation will once 
again support a free three-week Summer 
Literacy Camp at Mountain View School 
for Students in Grades 1-3 from non-Title-1 
schools. Transportation is provided. The 
camp focuses on targeted interventions for 
struggling readers needing extra support to 
increase their literacy skills and reduce the 
learning loss that typically occurs in the 
summer. 

The Bristol Public Library’s summer 
reading and free lunch program starts 
June 19th. Summer library programs will 
include story times, Yoga, Tai Chi, Hip 
Hop classes and other fun activities for 
children ages 0-12.

West Bristol second grade teacher  
Stacy Lucid entered Scholastic Inc.’s  
“Dave Pilkey Summer Reading Educator 
Contest” and won 500 books and 500 
bookmarks for students to take home to 
promote summer reading.

The Board of Education is offering the 
Summer Enrichment Program from July 
3rd to July 28th at Ivy Drive School for 
any student entering kindergarten through 
Grade 6. Over a dozen classes ranging from 
Abstract Art to Zumba will be offered. 
Cost is $40 per class. Classes are offered 
in the morning. A catalogue of classes 
and registration forms are available on the 
board website www.bristol.k12 ct.us. For 

more information please contact director, 
Scott Redman, at ScottRedman@ci.bristol.
ct.us

The Bristol Parks and Recreation 
Department is offering a host of summer 
enrichment programs: Mad Science, 
Performing Arts Camps, PlayWell 
Teknologies and Art Instruction, along 
with multiple sports programs. Please 
visit their website for more information/
registration at www.bristolrec.com .

 The Bristol Early Childhood Center 
is parterning with Chapter 126 to offer 
a summer sensory friendly play-group 
program and parent support group for 
children 5 and under. The program will 
be geared for Bristol children with special 
needs. The program will be held Tuesdays 
in August at Chapter 126 on Upson Street 
in Bristol from 9:30 – 11 am. For more 
information call the BEC Center at 860-
584-3335

Summer camps are offered through The 
Bristol Boys and Girls Club and the Indian 
Rock Nature Center. Please visit their 
websites for more information www.bbgc.
org/summercamp and http://elcct.org/

Visit the websites of the Image Nation 
Early Learning Center, the Carousel 
Museum and the American Clock and Watch 
Museum for special summer programs  
and events.

Summer Learning Opportunities

WOW Mobile at a Neighborhood Stop

West Bristol won 500 books to support 
Summer Reading.

Bristol Early Childhood Center students at 
a play and learn group at Chapter 126.
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This year, Bristol Eastern High 
School had its highest graduation 
rate in the past five years, reaching 

90% of students graduating in four years. 
Having students graduate on-time is perhaps  
the most critical indicator for high school 
student success and requires a school-
wide, long-term effort impacts students at  
every grade. 

Bristol Eastern’s efforts to ensure that 
students remain on a pathway toward 
graduating in four years begin before students 
enter their doors. Freshmen counselors and 
teachers work with eighth grade counselors 
and teachers to identify students who may 
need additional academic or behavioral 
supports and then plan for these additional 
supports. Students’ progress is monitored 
throughout the year on a regular basis. For 
some students, the meeting time for some 
classes was shorten. Classes meet each day 
rather than on a rotation. Two dedicated 
school counselors serve only freshmen. 
BEHS provides a seminar for all freshmen 

that teaches critical information about 
high school strategies for success, including 
knowing the importance of a long-term 
course plan. Juniors and seniors act as 
mentors for our freshmen in the Lancer 
Nation program. BEHS partnered with 
Bristol Youth Services to provide counseling 
support to small groups of students. BEHS 
is currently at the greatest percentage of 
freshmen, 84% who’ve earned the necessary 
credits to become sophomores. 

Bristol Eastern administrative and 

counseling teams meet weekly to review 
student case and discuss students with 
attendance, academic, personal or 
behavioral concerns. These meetings often 
spur targeted actions to support individual 
students. Patterns in student performance 
can more readily be identified to address any 
curricular or instructional concerns. School 
counselors participate in a scientifically-
research based intervention team which 
meets every other week to discuss students 
who are not progressing as they should. 

Two Board of Education policies have 
also positively impacted the work of the high 
schools in ensuring students can continue 
on their pathway toward graduation. 
The first policy allows students to attend 
summer school for the semester of a course 
that they had failed. This policy change has 
encouraged our students’ efforts to extend 
right through to the end of the year, giving 
them hope that should they not pass the 
entire year, there is still a benefit to giving 
one’s best effort. The promotion policy aligns

Bristol Central RAMbassadors Cocoa and 
Khan Event

Academic performance in core classes 
(Math, English, History, and Science) 
during 9th grade is a strong predictor 

of eventual graduation. To help their freshmen 
at BC be successful, several programs have 
been instituted – RAMbassadors, High 
School Experience, TEAM study halls, and 
other supports. 

The RAMbassador program pairs selected 
seniors as mentors to incoming freshmen. 
They meet their freshmen during Freshmen 
Orientation and work together during the 
school year every Monday and participate in 
activities like “Cram and Cocoa to support 
their academic success.

The High School Experience course is a 
mandatory ¼ credit course for all freshmen 
and is designed to help students transition 
from 8th to 9th grade, self-reflect about 
career interests; gain a variety of skills to be 
successful and develop a realistic career plan. 
Topics covered include financial literacy, 
conflict resolution, digital risks; and career 
development. 75% of the freshmen who have 
taken this course felt that HSE helped them 

plan for their future after high school. 
TEAM study halls provide an 

opportunity for freshmen to work with and 
receive tutoring directly from their core 
academic teachers. 75% of the participating 
students are passing all of their classes. 

Freshman participated in targeted 
programs to enrich their learning experience. 
“Keepin it Real” a very candid conversation 
about a host of topics, was created by PE 
teacher, Tamara Stafford Kirk. A Volunteer 
Opportunities Fair, coordinated by school 
counselors, Kelley Longo and Keri Machol, 
exposed freshmen to organizations in need 
of volunteers. All freshmen attended the 
“Courage to Speak” presentation by guest 
speaker, Ginger Katz.

Bristol Central has offered two courses 
called CP Math Review and Vocabulary 
Development to help students prepare for 
the PSAT and SAT’s. Approximately 35% 
of BC’s current seniors took these courses. 
Next school year, 2017-18, these courses 
have been reworked and will be called SAT 
Math and Literacy Prep. The benefits of these 

classes were presented to students and 175 
students have requested this course, which is 
a significant increase from the previous year.

Bristol Central Staff Focus on Supporting Academic Success

Graduation Rate at Bristol Eastern Reaches Highest Level in Five Years

Janet Kenney helps BEHS student with  
her research.

See page 5
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This year Ivy Drive School has 
integrated Restorative Practices into 
their Positive Behavior Intervention 

Support Program (PBIS). Restorative justice is 
an evidence-based practice effectively used to 
reduce suspensions and disciplinary referrals. 
Restorative justice focuses on righting a 
wrong committed and repairing harm done. 
The goal is to place value on relationships 
and focus on working together to solve 
problems. It also recognizes the significant 
role all educators play in maintaining a 
school community that models respectful, 
trusting, and caring behavior.

This year Ivy Drive's school goal was 
to build relationships among students 
and build community within the school 
and classrooms. Ivy Drive used restorative 
practices to help students take responsibility 

for their own actions, learn how to resolve 
disagreements and develop empathy and 
understanding of how their actions may 
impact other people. 

Each day teachers have been utilizing 
various types of practices, such as 
Relationship and Team Building, Social 
Skill Building, Problem Solving/Conflict 
Resolution and Self-Reflection to help 
students solve their own problems in and out 

of the classroom. 
All K-5 teachers have had students 

working on math tasks in cooperative groups 
and have noted significant improvement in 
the students’ use of skills of collaboration as 
measured by a Math Task Rubric and Skills 
of Collaboration Checklist. In all Grades 
K-5, students work together to solve the 
math tasks, organize and report out their 
work to classmates. They can self-assess 
and self-reflect on the quality of work they 
are doing individually as well as providing 
feedback to their classmates. Student-to-
student discussion has also improved this 
year. Restorative methods are part of the 
fabric of daily life at Ivy Drive. Dr. Vojtek 
is excited to compare the beginning of this 
year with the beginning of next year to show 
how students have greatly improved their 
ability to work.

Restorative Justice Creates Positive Climate for Learning at Ivy Drive School

Ivy Drive supports Restorative Justice.

This year South Side School has 
concentrated on building highly 
collaborative teams focused on 

ensuring the success of all students. The 
staff began their work by providing a team 
of teachers the opportunity to attend a three 
day professional development session on 
building professional learning communities. 
Those who attended then facilitated the 
school’s August and November professional 
development which prioritized teams, 
created Common Formative Assessments, 
worked to understand learning standards, 
determined grade level proficiency and 
then using student data provided weekly 
enrichment and intervention groups. All of 
this work, which connects directly with the 
school’s affiliation as a Literacy Collaborative 
school, was supported by weekly training 
provided by the school’s literacy coach. 
This work also builds upon South Side’s 

2016 school improvement efforts where the 
staff collaborated to articulate the school’s 
mission, vision, values and goals. 

South Side staff meets monthly during 
collaboration days to talk about planning, 
assessment and evaluate the degree to 
which all students are learning. The school’s 
leadership team uses this opportunity 
to reflect on their practices, clarify any 
misconceptions, and make adjustments 
as necessary. This process represents a 
substantial amount of new learning for 
everyone. One of the biggest changes for the 
staff has been adopting a growth mindset 
where the school’s work revolves around 
the concept of “all means all.” This phrase 
simply means all staff are responsible for 
ensuring all students - regardless of their 
current level - are receiving high quality 
grade level instruction. South Side staff are 
shifting their daily work and thinking away 

from the degree to which they are “teaching” 
and focusing their efforts on the degree to 
which all students are “learning.” This has 
been a huge undertaking of professional 
learning and dedication from all staff. The 
staff at South Side are engaged in teaching 
and learning - with passion and purpose. 

South Side School Develops Professional Learning Communities

South Side students working together on 
math problems.

Graduation Rate continued from Page 4

with the number of credits students need to 
attain for each grade which allows schools 
to more easily identify students who might 
be off-track and provide early intervention.

A telescopic lens and microscopic lens 
has been used to ensure that students 

successfully graduate within four years. 
With the telescopic lens, BEHS looks to 
ensure that their curriculum is well-aligned, 
that programmatically students are receiving 
the services, skills, and content needed,  
and each student has a long-term plan in 

place. With the microscopic lens, BEHS 
looks at the individual student and how each 
student is progressing during their years  
at Bristol Eastern, allowing the educational 
staff to intervene early and provide  
necessary supports.
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As a Title I school, Hubbell School is 
always looking for new and creative 
ways to involve parents in the mission 

of student success. To offer parents some 
insight into daily teaching and learning, 
we set a goal for each grade level to invite 
parents in during the school day for a Writers’ 
Workshop Celebration with families. 

In Kindergarten, parents came in and 
learned how to make a bird feeder as a result 
of the HOW TO unit. In Grade 1 families 
joined their students and put their students 
“HOW TO” written steps into action by 
designing gingerbread houses. In both of 
these writers’ celebrations, parents witnessed 
students learning in action. 

Grade 2 parents gathered in the gym 
for presentations from all Grade 2 students 
as a result of the writing unit READING 
AND WRITING TO LEARN/EXPERT 
PROJECTS through which students choose 

a notable person, and used listening, viewing 
and reading skills to research and write a 
biography about their subject. Students 
exercised their speaking skills on stage as 
they shared their project with the audience. 
Families were impressed by the depth of 
knowledge students had gained. Similarly, in 
Grade 3, students were able to delve deeply 
into a topic in RESEARCH TO BUILD 
AND PRESENT INFORMATION. Each 
classroom had families join them as students 
presented their chosen nonfiction biography 
project after researching from library books 
and on line resources. Some students even 
dressed up as their biographical person.

In Grade 4, students and their 
families celebrated their writing by 
sharing their feature articles from the 
INFORMATIONAL WRITING unit. 
Students chose a topic or an issue they were 
passionate about, and then went through 

the steps of research, draft, edit, revise 
and publish to create a final piece. Finally, 
in Grade 5, as part of the last reading and 
writing unit, GENRE STUDY: MEMOIR, 
THE ART OF WRITING WELL students 
wrote a memoir about a memory they have 
from their time at Hubbell School. In June, 
families will join the classroom to celebrate 
student work by reading and listening to 
some of the final “published” pieces. 

Celebrating Writing At Hubbell School

Hubbell students work on their math skills.

The entire Northeast community is 
focusing on multiple interventions 
to insure all students achieve to 

their potential. Northeast’s academic focus 
is on those students who are having trouble 
meeting success in the regular academic 
program. Students have different learning 
styles, pacing and level of skills. Teachers utilize 
data to identify those students that need extra 
interventions in the regular classroom, during 
Reach period, or during other intervention 
times and target instruction, interventions 
and enrichment to meet their needs. Language 
Arts and Social Studies teachers collaborate 
throughout the school year to target reading 
skills that need improvement. Teachers offer 

varied and flexible grouping (whole group, 
small group, and individual) to meet the needs 
of all students. Teachers use data they receive 
through multiple assessments and work with 
the Math interventionist to help students 
continue to progress and connect learning with 
applications of math concepts. Science teachers 
provide hands-on real world-based learning 
lessons that bring the curriculum to life.

The staff at Northeast understands the 
importance the culture of the building has  
on student learning. Middle School can 
be a very challenging time for students 
emotionally, behaviorally and socially. 
Through positive behavior interventions 

(PBIS) and activities, training sessions in 
Restorative Practices, team based incentives, 
and whole school activities, Northeast has 
worked hard to provide a safe and secure 
climate for all our students and reduce the 
number of days lost to suspension/absences. 

Northeast students work in small groups.

Northeast Middle School Committed to Their Students

Teachers and students have been 
working hard this year at Edgewood 
School and focused on raising 

proficiency levels in both reading and math. 
Teachers set goals, look at assessment data 
and adjusted instruction to meet the needs of 
all learners. On the Reading Assessment data 
from fall to spring, students in grades 1-5 
showed decreases in the number of students 
below grade level in reading and increases 
in those meeting or exceeding expectations. 
The implementation of running record data 

has contributed to these results. A running 
record is a tool that helps teachers to identify 
patterns in student reading behaviors. These 
patterns allow a teacher to see the strategies a 
student uses to make meaning of individual 
words and texts as a whole and can be used 
to identify instructional reading level for 
individual students. By observing reading 
behaviors, teachers can target specific 
strategies students are using or neglecting. 
Instruction is tailored to meet individual 
student and small group needs. 

Edgewood School Strategies Moving Students Forward

Edgewood students enjoy independent 
reading.
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 • Thomaston Savings Bank, First Bristol 
Federal CU and Webster Bank sponsored 
the 2017 “Wild About Learning” free 
family STEM evening of fun and learning.

 • The Bristol Public Schools received an 
$8,500 grant from the Stocker Foundation to 
support the WOW bookmobile. The Family 
Resource Center received a $25,000 grant 
from Stocker to support Raising Readers, 
a family literacy development program. 
Hubbell School also received a grant from 
Stocker for the THINKSTRETCH summer 
learning program.

 • The Lions Club held vision screening at all 
Bristol Pre-school sites.

 • BCHS freshmen attended the “Courage to 
Speak” presentation by Ginger Katz who 
shared the story of her son’s lost battle 
with drugs.

 • BEHS partners with Bristol Youth Services 
to offer a Peer Education Program to train 
students to help their fellow students work 
through issues in their life.

 • The Bristol Mentor Program was chosen 
Volunteer Program of the Year by ESPN

 • Mountain View teacher Marcy Deschaine 
received a $700 grant from Target to take 
her students to the American Clock and 
Watch Museum.

 • Greene Hills School received a $700 
grant from Captain Planet Foundation to 
support the Gator Recycling program.

 • The Farmington Bank Community 
Foundation awarded a $750 to the Bristol 
Education Foundation to support the 
mentor and robotics programs.

 • B&B Tool, Bristol Firefighters and the 
Roland Dumont Agency help sponsor 
the Mentor/Community Partnership 
Recognition Luncheon.

 • Junior Achievement Day was sponsored 
throughout the district by multiple 
companies: Team ESPN at Ivy Drive School, 
The Barnes Group at Edgewood School, 
Stanley Black and Decker at Greene Hills 
and IBM at South Side School.

 • The Barnes Foundation funded 
professional development in the Next 
Generation Science Standards for Bristol 
elementary teachers by the CT Science 
Center. 

 • Thomaston Savings Bank Vice-President 
Todd Burton, visited Bristol Eastern and 
gave a presentation on personal finance.

 • Ivy Drive received a $2,000 grant from 
The Whole Kids Foundation to revitalize 
their community garden.

 • Men’s warehouse held a Dress for Success 
presentation at BEHS

 • Accounting students from Bristol Eastern 
attended the “Accounting is My Major” at 
Southern CT State University sponsored 
by the CT Society of CPA’s.

 • The Quota Club and Savers supported 
My Cousins Closet at Chippens Hill that 
provides clothing, shoes and necessities for 
students experiencing challenges in their lives.

 • Barbara Claman one of the first female 
casting directors in New York spoke to 
BEHS’  UCONN life-span psychology class.

 • Bristol Sports Hall of Fame sponsored a 
presentation by Tom Princince, CCSU 
Assis. Athletic Director on social media 
and its effects.

 • Chilis, Moe’s Grille, Rita’s, Sno-White 
Car Wash, The 99 Restaurant, Freshworks/
Carvels, McDonalds and Friendly’s host 
school nights at which a portion of the 
proceeds go to the hosting schools.

 • Teachers Sarah Orde, Diana Pistritto 
and Sarah Maestre received grants from 
Donor’s Choose.

 • The WFSB Channel 3/Liberty Bank 
Surprize Squad brought donuts and coffee 
to Mountain View School for Teacher 
Appreciation Day.

 • The Tinty’s Foundation funded field trips 
for Bristol Grade 3 students to the New 
Britain Museum of American Art.

 • South Side School hosted a STEAMfest 
with presentations from the Carousel 
Museum, DEEP Sessions Woods, Lake 
Compounce, Shop Rite, the CHMS 
Robotics Team, BCHS student Johnny 
Chea, and Ms. Landro with her BCHS AP 
Chemistry students.

 • BEHS teacher Kara Banda was awarded 
a grant from Ally G’s Everyday Angels 
Foundation for classroom books.

 • Walmart, Amanos Pizza and The  99 
Restaurant sponsored the Warrior Walk at 
South Side School.

 • A $220 grant was awarded from the Mama 
Sandy Caggiano Fund at Main Street 
Community Foundation to support the 
Family Resource Center at South Side School.

 • BCHS teacher Chris Carrier received a 
grant from the Bristol Prevention Council 
to stage a mock accident at BCHS.

 • Many guest readers from around the 
state participated in Dr. Suess’ Birthday 
celebrations in the Bristol schools.

 • Arthur Russell sponsors the FIRST 
Robotics Team.

 • Sirois Tool and Rowley Spring donated 
tool boxes for the Adult Ed Manufacturing 
program graduates.

Community CONNECTION

Gator Recycling

BCHS students present at South Side STEAMfest.

Bristol Eastern Accounting Students at SCSU
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At Chippens Hill Middle School, 
students are surrounded with rich 
literacy experiences that are crucial 

to their reading and writing success. The 
following are examples of the many things 
educators do to keep students growing:

 • Create literacy rich classrooms that are full 
of print, word walls, books, and magazines.

 • Expanding the Literacy Collaborative to bring 
literacy instruction onto all subject areas.

 • Expanding classroom libraries and offer 
a wider variety of books for self-selected 
independent reading.

 • Teachers conduct classroom read-alouds to 
build knowledge, fluency, comprehension 
and complex vocabulary through the use of 
mentor texts.

Students are also participating in Book 
Clubs for a shared reading experience. 
Students get to read, write, and discuss their 
thoughts about a book with their peers.

The Library hosts activities that reflect 
different themes each month. Currently 
students are participating in Newspaper 
Blackout Poetry, as well as writing their own 
“I Wish” Poetry. 

Chippens Hill also provides programs to 

support students socially and emotionally 
as middle school can be a challenging 
time. One program, a partnership with the 
Prudence Crandall Center brings Domestic 
& Teen Dating Violence Prevention services 
to 8th grade students to raise awareness and 
educate students on the warning signs and 
risk factors for domestic and teen dating 
violence, as well as the behaviors and 
attitudes that lead to healthy relationships. 
The goal of this partnership is to help students 
develop the attitudes and behaviors that will 
lead to healthy relationship decisions and 
positive personal growth. This program was 
made possible by a $3,500 grant from the 
Women and Girls’ Fund at the Main Street 
Community Foundation.

Chippens Hill students working on an 
English Language Arts Research Experience

Chippens Hill M.S. Supports the Whole Student

The Bristol Education Foundation 
awarded $14,978 in grants to 
thirty-three educators from eleven 

schools to support twenty-three programs 
that range from helping improve students 
social, emotional and behavioral functioning 
to enriching math and literacy instruction 
to creating school gardens. The BEF also 
awarded a $6,300 grant to purchase 16 
EV3 robotics kits to replace the current 

model which has become obsolete and 
sponsored the middle school city-wide 
robotics competition. Guest judges for the 
2017 competition included Shawn Trudel 
and Jayson Acosta, ESPN, George Fournier, 
Acme Monico, David Waseleski, Century 
Spring, Justin Malley, City of Bristol, Chris 
Cannon, Bauer Engineering, Parris Castor, 
Da Cruz Manuf. and Jim Albert.

Bristol Education Foundation Supports Educators

Bridget Gohla’s BEF Mini-grant Unity Project

Greene Hills School is immersed 
in implementing Guided Math 
as a structure for teaching math. 

Teachers support each child’s development of 
mathematical proficiency within the context 
of a small group. It is premised on the idea 
that working with children in small groups 
provides powerful possibilities for reaching 
all children where they enter and taking 
them to the next level. Guided math provides 
a structure for teachers to differentiate 
instruction so they can reach and teach every 
student by:

 • Creating flexible small groups that allow 
students to work in their zone of proximal 
development so they can learn exactly what 
they need to know at their instructional level

 • Creating activities that tap into student’s 
individual learning styles and interests so 
they stay engaged

 • Providing immediate feedback so the 
student can adjust their work

 • Questioning students in small groups 
so they have an opportunity to talk with 
their peers, ask questions and justify their 
mathematical thinking

 • Allowing teachers to re-teach, reinforce, 
expand and compact concepts, strategies 
and skills

 • Providing short lessons that emphasize 
conceptual understanding, procedural 
fluency or problem solving Greene Hills students working on a  

Guided Math Lesson.

Greene Hills School Focuses on Guided Math Instruction
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 • Mrs. Mary Hyde is 
a science teacher at 
Bristol Eastern H.S. 
Mrs. Hyde has spear-
headed a number 
of campaigns to 
enlighten others of 
the benefits of caring 
about others. Mrs. 
Hyde started a “BE 
NICE” Campaign 
to highlight students 
who showed random acts of kindness 
to others. Mrs. Hyde is the Advisor to 
“Friends of Rachel;” a group of 67 students 
at BEHS who choose to follow the tenets of 
“Rachel’s Challenge” a program established 
in honor of a young woman who lost her 
life to violence. They have sent 400 holiday 
cards, held a book drive to stock outdoor 
libraries they are making for the elementary 
schools and sponsor a Relay for Life team 
for Conner Albert. Captain Conner’s 
Warriors have raised over $3,000 for the 
American Cancer Society.

 • South Side School’s Community Club, 
made up of 4th and 5th grade students, 
coordinated by Mrs. Galske, Mrs. 
Marino, Mrs. Rivard, and Mrs. Zadrozny 
final project this year was to sponsor a 
WARRIOR WALK in honor of SSS 
student Connor Albert who has been 
battling cancer. Hundreds of people from 
the SSS community showed up. Hundreds 
of luminaries were sold beforehand and 
lined the field. The highlight of the evening 
was having Connor and his family attend 

and letting him spend time with his 
classmates and lead the “Hero Lap.” South 
Side raised over $2,300 for Connor’s Relay 
for Life team.

 • The Bristol Board of Education Dress Down 
Days raised funds for the following causes: 
November, the Main Street Community 
Foundation, $2,692, December, $2,846 
for local food pantry/soup kitchens, 
January, $2,606 for the Bristol Boys & 
Girls’ Club, February, $2,685 for the high 
school Project Graduation, March, $2,725 
for the Backpack Meals Program and April 
$2,590 for Summer Camp Scholarships.

 • Ivy Drive students held a Walk-a-Thon 
and raised $3,500 to package 14,000 meals 
through the Outreach Kids Care Meal 
Program to donate to local shelters and 
food pantries.

 • Bristol Central H.S. hosted Pushups for 
Patriots that raised nearly $5000 for the 
Semper Fi Fund to offer assistance to 
wounded, ill and/or injured members of the 
military and their families.

 • The 7th Annual BCHS/BEHS alumni flag 
football game raised $700 to help Bristol 
families in need.

 • Greene Hills School completed over 10,000 
acts of kindness during Acts of Kindness 
month. Students raised $700 for St.  
Vincent DePaul, held a food drive, animal 
supply collection, a toy drive, made cards  
for a local nursing home and other acts. 
Mayor Cockayne, Miss CT and Mark Zinni 
from WFSB 3 served as guest speakers.

 • The BEHS Leo Club ran “26 Days of 
Kindness,” wrote letters to patients at 
CT Children’s Medical Center, hosted 
the Bristol Cares Walk to raise money for 
multiple charities and volunteered at South 
Side School.

 • Teacher Steve Bashaw organizes Hoops for 
Hope at Hubbell School to raise money for 
the American Cancer Society.

 • The BCHS Interact Club participated in the 
Charity Cycle Challenge raising over $7,000 
for the Bristol Special Olympics, held a 
“Great Pizza Challenge” to raise money for 

scholarships, and put on the Mr. BCHS 
pageant that raised $6,000 for the Bristol 
Boys and Girls Club and Feed America.

 • Northeast M.S. participated in the St. 
Jude’s Math-a-Thon and was recognized by 
St. Jude’s for having raised over $50,000 to 
support the hospital over the past few years.

 • The BCHS and BEHS National Honor 
Societies held a Dodgeball Tournament to 
support Veteran’s Strong.

 • Grade 6-8 Greene Hill students, Jade 
Gaud, Brianna Esponoza, Marcela Cedillo, 
Yamilet Zavala, Aurelina Jimenez and 
Jomar Rodriguez created an informative 
“Welcome Packet” for new English 
Language Learners.

 • Team Unified raised $2,210 in the Charity 
Cycling Challenge for the Bristol Unified 
Sports program.

 • Bristol Central Student athletes volunteered 
at literacy night at South Side School to 
motivate students to read. Bristol Central 
Spanish students shared stories they wrote/
illustrated with ELL students at SSS 
through video conferencing that created a 
collaborative distance learning experience. 

 • The United Way Youth Board raised $1,246 
in the Charity Cycling Challenge, organized 
a “Senior Prom” at the senior center and 
raised funds for the Salvation Army.

 • As part of their One School One Book 
program Hubbell School raised $549 for 
Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation.

Giving Back

Alex’s Lemonade Stand at Hubbell School

Mrs. Hyde’s Door  
of Kindness

Warrior Walk at South Side School

See page 10
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West Bristol School is committed to 
meeting the needs of every child. 
Their academic programming 

integrates instruction and assessment to 
measure student progress towards learning 
targets. Teachers and staff meet with students 
in small guided reading, writing, and math 
groups to provide individualized instruction. 

In Kindergarten through Grade 5, West 
Bristol has developed a 30 minute intervention 
block where student data is used to target 
individual student needs in literacy and/or 
math. Teachers meet to analyze student data 
and group students for their intervention 
block. This instruction occurs in addition to 
their daily classroom instruction. In addition, 
a variety of assessments are used to determine 
a student’s level of learning, choose learning 
targets, plan instruction, and provide support 
to maximize student success.

At the 6-8 level, teachers meet with 
respective grade level teams from across 
the district once a month to develop a deep 
understanding of their curricular topics and 
plan specific learning targets. All teachers in 
grades 6-8 teaching the same subject meet 
twice a month to align strategies. At this level, 
students also participate in a REACH block 
where they receive additional support for or 
enrichment in specific content areas. 

This year Mrs. Michaud and West Bristol 
School students participated in The Sandy 
Hook Promise initiative, “Start with Hello”. 
“Start with Hello” teaches students in grades 
K-8 the skills needed to reach out and include 
those who may be dealing with social isolation. 
The program also helps to create a culture of 
inclusion and connectedness at West Bristol. 
Students held “No One Eats Alone Day,” 
Conversation cards were placed at each table 
and students were encouraged to talk with 
students that they might not ordinarily have a 
conversation with. West Bristol students have 
a common goal...to make all students feel 
welcomed, included, valued, and accepted 
by their peers. They received an honorable 
mention award from the Sandy Hook 
Promise for their outstanding efforts. Over 
1100 schools across the country participated 
and they were one of 11 to receive an award.

An effervescent buzz electrifies the 
hallways and classrooms are filled 
with excitement. “Can we do more 

math? Math is my favorite!” Mountain 
View’s adoption of the Math Workshop 
Model has broken the mold of traditional 
math instruction. Gone are the days of 
students sitting quietly at their desks working 
on worksheets and simply regurgitating 
steps written on the board. Math is now an 
interactive period of discovery.

Traditional instructional approaches have 
been tossed to the wayside to make room for 
a new modern way of teaching. Students are 
now developing a deeper level of personal 
understanding through a strategically 
designed instructional structure. Each math 
block is formatted to start with 15 minutes 
of direct instruction to the whole class. 
This is followed by rotations of small group 
instruction designed to target key skills 
and understandings and ensure effective 
differentiation and enrichment occurs. When 
students complete their time in small group 
they rotate into other interactive activities 
and challenges designed to further their 
understanding of concepts in their current 
unit or review previously taught skills. At this 
time student engagement is at its highest as 
students are immersed into math games and 

challenges. As you step inside the classrooms 
at Mountain View you will find 5th graders 
working as a team to design and build their 
own robots while calculating volume, 4th 
graders working together to create their 
own math games and 3rd graders teaming 
up to answer puzzling mathematical word 
problems to crack the code to a treasure box. 
Students’ mindset about math has changed 
because Mountain View has changed the way 
they teach math. Teachers meet once a week 
with our math coach, Gina Rivera. With 
her support and guidance each teacher has 
adopted this new way of teaching. Weekly 
planning meetings become the epitome of 
collaboration and engage each individual 
student in ways that will lead them to a 
deeper understanding.

Mountain View Moves Math Mindset Forward

Mountain View students working together  
on math problems.

West Bristol students receive Sandy Hook 
Promise Award.

West Bristol School Enhances Programs to Address Student Needs

Giving Back continued from Page 9

 • Twenty-three BCHS students volunteer 
weekly as tutors at South Side School. 

 • BE & Beyond, a volunteer group of BEHS 
teachers and administrators hosted a Game 
and Activity Night at Cambridge Park to 
create relationships with young students.

 • Bristol Eastern Student Council and the 
Board of Education held Blood Drives.

 • South Side students raised over $3,000 for 
the American Heart Assoc. thorough their 
annual “Jump Rope for Heart.”

 • The BEHS Leo Club and teachers from 
Bristol Eastern and Bristol Central 
volunteered at the pasta dinner sponsored 
by Team Clean Water that raised $2,103 
for the cause.

 • Mountain View students raised $281 for 
Pencils of Promise to help build and support 
schools programs in Ghana, Guatemala and 
Laos.

 • Chippens Hill teacher Diana Pistritto sold 
bracelets made by Guatemalan artists to 
raise money for Guatemalan families.

 • Mrs. Schaffrick’s Grade 1 class at Stafford 
donated 20 pairs of pajamas to children in 
need though the Scholastic Pajama Drive.
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 • Bristol Central principal Peter Wininger was 
named the National Award winner of the 
Principal with Principle Award awarded by 
Varsity Brands. The award honors principals 
who understand the essential link between 
athletics and academics and encourages 
students in and out of the classroom. Mr. 
Wininger also received the Ralph Papazian 
Leadership Award from the Bristol Sports 
Hall of Fame for his commitment to and 
positive impact on students.

 • The Bristol Eastern Wrestling team won the 
Class L State Championship. Mike Barrett 
from BEHS and Chris Trelli from BCHS 
were named all-state wrestlers.

 • Stafford student 
Austin Berry, was 
named the Hartford 
County winner of 
the Fire Prevention 
Poster Contest 
sponsored by Bureau 
of State Fire Marshal 
and the CT Fire 
Education Assoc. 
ESPN’s Tobie Reola 
and fellow employees 
volunteered as judges 
and donated prizes 
for the participants.

 • Bristol Eastern senior Emily Stadnicki won 
The CT Association of Athletic Directors 
Essay Contest and received a $1,000 award.

 • Bristol Central Student, Sebastian Kania 
had a perfect score on the National Latin 
II Exam. 30 BCHS and 15 BEHS students 
won the following awards: 3 Gold Medals, 
16 Silver Medals and 32 Third Place Awards.

 • Bristol Central band members Iryna Zyma 
and Simon Alexander were chosen for the 
Macy’s Great American Marching Band and 
participated in the Thanksgiving parade.

 • Greene Hills students Jonathan Passender 
and Natalia Popielarz, Northeast students 
Ean Newman and Jenna Cefaly, West 
Bristol students Alexander Brand and 
Anastasia Ptak and Bristol Central’s Colin 
Savino and Nancy Ongany received the CT 
Association of Superintendent’s s Scholar 
Leader Award.

 • Bristol Central had seven students place 
in the Honorable Mention category in the 
National Italian Exam.

 • Chippens Hill students Joseph Arborio 
was selected as a Pop Warner First Team 
New England Regional Scholar and 
Second Team All-American Scholar from 
over 6,100 participants for his exemplary 
achievement in the classroom on the field 
and in the community.

 • Autumn Blasi and Scott Larson from 
BCHS and Emily Stadnicki and Harrison 
Dayton from BEHS were named CAS-
CIAC Scholar Athletes for their exemplary 
academic and athletic career, integrity, self-
discipline and courage. 

 • Bristol Central’s Shy-Ann Whitten was the 
Class L High Jump Champion.

 • Erin Girard was chosen a CPTV UChoose 
Student-Athlete of the Week. The star 
freshman is a pitcher for BEHS Softball.

 • Bristol Supervisor of Athletics, Physical 
Education and Health, Christopher Cassin, 
was recognized as a Certified Athletic 
Administrator by the National Interscholastic 
Athletic Administrators Assoc.

 • Unified team members Morgan McCurde, 
Jorda Lopez, Ally McMahon and Clifford 
Fort received the 2017 Michael’s Cup 
Exemplary Unified Teammate Award.

 • BEHS student Natalie Stypilkowski won 
a gold medal and BCHS student Jasiel 
Feliberty won a bronze medal at the state-
wide CT Council of Language teachers 
Poetry Contest hosted by Bristol Central.

 • Kristen Peck, Supervisor for Early 
Childhood was awarded accreditation from 
the National Assoc. for the Education of 
Young Children for programs at Hubbell 
and South Side Schools.

 • Colin Savino and Mikayla Milhomme were 
recipients of the 25th annual Bristol Youth 
Commission, Youth Recognition Awards.

 • Jillian Maghini a senior at Bristol Eastern 
was named Bristol Boys and Girls Club 
Youth of the Year

 • The combined bands from BCHS & BEHS 
took home a “gold” rating at the World 
Strides Festival in Williamsburg, VA

 • Ashley Yung, Autumn Blasi, and Marcus 
Grumle were named Exchange Club Youth 
of the Year Winners.

 • Brianna Hamel signed letter of intent to play 
lacrosse at CCSU. Conner Staubley signed a 
letter of intent to play football at Bowdoin 
College. Both are students at BCHS.

 • BEHS music teacher Amy Dauphinais was 
awarded the Citation of Merit Award from 
the Women Band Directors International.

 • Megan Rheiner Vice-Principal at Chippens 
Hill, was named the Connecticut School 
Counselor of the Year.

 • Bristol Prep junior Chase Wescott, 
was awarded two grants, one from Jan 
Sikorsky, and another from the Main Street 
Commmunity Foundation, to attend 
the NYLF Engineering and Technology 
conference at the University of Chicago.

 • Dominic Borrelli and Christianna Peabody 
from BCHS and Emma Kelly and Emerald 
Covello, from BEHS were awarded the CT 
High School Fine Arts Award for excelling 
in the performing or visual arts, scholarship 
and leadership.

 • BEHS students Angela Bounocore and 
Anna Korpanty received honorable mention 
for their essays by the annual Connecticut 
Student Writers Magazine.

 • The CHMS Jazz Band received a rating  
of Excellent at the Trills and Thrills  
Music Festival.

Bristol Central Principal Peter Wininger

Awards and Accolades

Austin Berry wins 
Fire Prevention  
Poster Contest.

Bristol Eastern Class L Wrestling Champions
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Bristol Public School middle and high 
school students earned 15 awards, 3 
Gold Key, 4 Silver Key and 8 Honorable 

Mention at the CT Regional Arts Awards 
Competition. Danielle Goff, Kristin Beaupre 
and Jonathan Rindfleisch all received Gold Key 
Awards. Danielle Goff received the CAAC Best 
in Show printmaking award. Over a thousand 
people came to view “Create with Passion and 
Purpose” a beautiful exhibit of student work 
from across the district held the Board of 
Education and Imagine Nation Museum.

Greene Hills School beloved art teacher 
Joseph Johnson was named the CT Middle 
School Art Teacher of the Year. Mr. Johnson 
has been an art teacher in Bristol for 40 years. 
His students consistently win top honors 
at the CT Scholastic Art Competition. He 
inspires students to find their individual 
artistic expression and develop their own 
passion for art. Mr. Johnson believes in the 
importance of giving back. The Art Club 
which he advises holds fundraisers for local 
charities and his students go to Countryside 
Manor during the holidays to paint festive 
windows and give out hand-made cards. 

The Bristol Public Schools for the second 
year in a row has been recognized as one of 
527 Best Communities for Music Education 
in the country by the National Association 
of Music Merchants. The award is given for 
outstanding achievement in efforts to provide 
a high level of music access and education 
to all students. The music department has 
also initiated multiple programs, such as 

a used instrument drive, to provide more 
instruments for student use. The Quota Club 
awarded them a $1,500 grant to purchase 
and refurbish instruments. 

Bristol music students also received 
prestigious state-wide music awards. Twenty 
middle and high school musicians were 
selected for regional and state elite bands 
and choruses. Monica Wooley and Kara 
Friedman were selected to the CT All-State 
Band and Molly Watstein to the CT All-State 
Chorus. Kara also made the NSfME All-
National orchestra. Fourteen students from 
BEHS, BCHS, Chippens Hill and Northeast 

were selected to the Northern Regional Band 
or Chorus, eight BEHS students were chosen 
to the UCONN 1st Chair Honor Band and 
eight BCHS students were chosen for the 
ASBDA Honor band.

Bristol Art and Music Department Showcase Excellence

Students perform in the district-wide music festival.

Parents admire student work at District  Art Show.

Music Award Winners

CT Art Educator of the Year Joe Johnson

With grants secured from Lowe’s 
and the Main Street Community 
Foundation, the students and staff 

at Bristol Preparatory Academy designed and 
executed a stunning renovation to the lobby, 
featuring the artistic work of Isaiah Plourde 
and his take on the limitless possibilities in our 
universe through education. Through the grant 
funds, students also enjoy the use of a new 
basketball hoop, Wii entertainment systems, 
and yoga and meditation classes to supplement 
their physical education classes. 

Throughout the year, students volunteered 
to help many Bristol’s senior citizens adapt to 
evolving technology. Seniors learned how to 
use their iPhones, send an e-mail, or create 

a facebook account, while students learned 
patience and appreciation for a hard-working 
generation. Students participated in the 
United Way’s Day of Caring, an event where 
students help give back to their community. 

In an effort to promote a safe and 
warm school climate, students also enjoyed 
numerous extension activities and field trips. 
After reading Fences, the Tony and Pulitzer 
Prize winning play depicting inequality, 
students viewed and discussed the Academy 
Award winning movie. Additionally, Driver’s 
Education lessons were offered, a skill students 
both needed and enjoyed. Most recently, 
our students partook in the Unity Project, 
funded by the Bristol Education Foundation, 

a traveling activity designed for students 
to understand and appreciate each other’s 
differences. Bristol Preparatory Academy is 
passionate not only to produce better learners, 
but also better people.

Bristol Preparatory Academy Increases Student Engagement 

Bristol Preparatory Academy Foyer


